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ANNUAL _ REP  0  R  T 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

19  4  8 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1948, 
which  is  again  an  abbreviated  one. 

There  have  been  no  serious  epidemics,  and  diphtheria  is  gradually 
disappearing  from  the  district  as  a  result  of  the  Immunisation  Campaign. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

25  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  14  in  1947.  15  were 

isolated  in  Over  Hospital,  Gloucester,  and  9  at  home.  In  one  case  the 
diagnosis  v/as  not  confirmed.  Cashes  Green  Isolation  Hospital  v;as  closed  for 
infectious  diseases  on  5th  July  last. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

No  confirmed  cases  have  been  notified  in  the  district  for  the  last 
two  years.  A  regular  monthly  Clinic  is  held  in  Stroud  at  the  Stroud  Institute, 
High  Street,  and  treatment  is  also  available  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  and 
Schools.  It  is  evident  that  the  acceptance  rate  is  sufficient  to  prevent  the 
disease,  although  a  few  parents  still  defer  the  treatment  until  their  children 
are  of  school  age.  The  ideal  time  is  between  8  and  9  months  old,  and  every 
child  should  receive  a  maintenance  dose  on  entering  school  at  5  years  of  age 
and  again  at  10  years.  The  facilities  are  available  at  the  Yearly  Medical 
Inspection  of  the  schools. 


■  ,  ■  /  \  '  ,  ^"  j- 

■  *v.  ’  *•■ 


I 


% , 


.  ■  ■  T.  '■  ^  '1' 


i  ^  *'  '■  c:  '■:^'.  :'v  T"'^ 

■■•.''/■•.•  /  .  ■  >.•  ^•-V- 


'  i. 


'i?  L»VJ 


■l  ..•'■.■* 
A**'" 


^:k’  ■ 


.23 


?  .  '  i'A  .•'I’.v 

t-  S  n  ‘  TJ  K 


y 


f/,\  v 


.*».  f  i  ^ 


^4 


t 


.  .  t',  >  6 .1 


.]  A  X>  .1  I 


■4S 


:  V 


1*1  •«•  ■* 


■  v... 


-  v: :« 


.  •% 
» •  j 


v^> 


iSfe" 

-m: 


) 


«l|l«  StCXf;-;'  .’■A  :  '  -r:  «><  ■  yaJ  1 

*'>.  ■  ■.  ■  :  i  .  ,  .  •....., 

•  '  ■  .  .  'a 

^  '■.:  *■  i’Srj  .  .i^  kii  ''^,  t 

'  '  ■  •  •  •”  ,  ■  .  -  '  . 

•  * 


''I-'  *  '^T  /: 


‘  ■  ■  ’1  .>;'v 

•  .  ••'  ?  '  •  fl 


‘.|ii(r<'  a  •  rtc  Jl  L.'^i  :.ii- a*  •  v'-^, 

IJ  au^X'  isftf  nl  .,*«rc^  #  ►-•  ii.i.'»  *  vssi;  i-i.-*) 


f  bwaoXt  “?■  frtfil ‘M.-.U',  :  j  .-rdi;.]  r 


.'•da 


,  ^  '^'"^5 


'.U 


•,<?>!  f,. 


i'SP"' 


.'  >*'4ut  \,^lv  .lc>.  ^ 

•  ■  •  \  .  ■  •  ‘V;’  .  ■ 


•  »iii  to1  -.’.ty  iU  <:^V44«U'A^  tii:fr’J1  "  •  •*'  / '  v^ 


■ju.; 


„-r 

^.iKjtfiyiuitl  ;.ifort^c:,  nl  ‘i..  ..-‘  n  ’D  .  vf^^r-'x  "A  , S"' 

■*  -•.  '  .  .  'V  .  <yX--i,-  . 


liiPJ  ••  ^..t>C’  ‘otjCi  .ai  NS'  4^1^? 

I  ■'  ‘  '  -  •  *  .^  ■-•  «  ‘ 

)f^  '  4«K.'r9 '4  nf  4i  ;iJ3  ••’  t‘‘  ’  . at >r;,', 


'  ■  i'ti.  1  .  .  .  «  'jcri.  •;  ■  .  ‘  '  • 


'^^:- 


■4^“'  •.i-.Xo  ’j/!'4'r-'X  i'  6  m'%^  '.'■•.t^:<  *U  t'*” 


5  va,!4y.^rit^^^  A  f  btiirif*  ; 


■  r'  1 


*,  *  «*».  . 


'^4 


•  '  '.  ' 


♦  '4.?  ■»  ■;/  ^ 

'  ■  ■  V  —  ■ 


--  ■'  '  sKisi-i 


■ ;  *  ■  .:  *.V  V  ^  ■;’/**  i  <ftm^'f;- •  «  '  '-'  *  * 

■A<  4  y '7  • '  ..  Jr ■•■.  ■  :■  '  „  .. ’. 

•;  .  ,  •  .;U  y  ■ 

“  >  -  'm.  V  ..7..  .  '  '’■■  .'fi-'f  ... 


■:'  .  -..'  <> 


-,  ♦»  WP<v71/ 

M  fl  ^rli7«l 


FOOD  POISONING. 


•+ . . 

I 

An  isolated  case  was  notified,  probably  due  to  a  duck's  egg, 

S.  Aertrycke  being  isolated  from  the  stools.  Treatment  in  hosoital  was 
required . 

BULBAR-POLIOMYELITIS . 

One  fulminating  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  and  proved  fatal 
in  spite  of  treatment  in  an  iron  lung*  The  source  of  infection  was  never 
traced.  No  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  fever,  typhoid  or  para-typhoid  were 
brought  to  my  notice. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  notifications  received  last  year  vras  25  as  compared 
with  27  in  1947,  and  26  in  1946.  Of  these  one  was  a  non-pulmonary  case,  and 
the  remainder  pulmonary. 

The  death  rate  (all  forms)  was  1030  per  million  as  compared  vdth 
571  per  million  in  1947, 

HOUSING. 

The  housing  conditions  of  many  persons  in  the  district  are  bad,  and 
it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  deal  with  the  unfit  houses  in  the  area  in  any 
quantity.  Last  yeai’  only  4  demolition  orders  were  made.  A  considerable 
portion  of  the  time  of  the  Council  has  been  devoted  to  schemes  for  the 
provision  of  houses.  Last  year  45  houses  of  traditional  design  were  completed 
and  occupied.  In  addition,  37  pro-fabricated  houses  were  provided.  One  new 
house  was  erected  by  private  enterprise  in  1948,  It  is  hoped  that  the  time 
will  not  be  long  delayed  before  a  real  start  can  be  made  to  deal  with  the 
houses  which  arc  only  fit  for  demolition. 

Everything  possible  is  done  to  keep  property  in  a  reasonable  state 
of  repair  and  last  year  247  houses  were  rendered  fit  after  the  service  of 
preliminary  or  informal  notices, 

• 

SEWERAGE. 

The  new  Sewage  Disposal  Works  has  been  commenced,  and  v/ork  on  the 
new  and  enlarged  trunk  sewer  was  started  last  year. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  water  for  the  area  is  supplied  by  the  Stroud  District  Water 
Board  and  93;iS  of  the  houses  therein  are  connected  to  the  supply.  Last  year 
55  samples  were  taken,  B.Coli,  being  absent  in  100  ccs  in  31. 

SWimiNG  POOL. 

Stroud  is  exceptionally  favoured  by  having  an  ideal  open  air 
swimming  pool  amidst  ideal  surroundings,  and  it  is  •very  satisfactory  to 
record  that  the  samples  taken  during  the  year,  eight  in  number,  were  all  of 
a  very  good  standard  of  purity. 


STATISTICS. 

BIRTH  RATE  17.0  per  1,000  as  compared  with  18.0  per  1,000  last 
year.  (17.9  per  1,000  in  England  &  Wales.) 

DEATH  RATE  15.1  per  1,000  as  compared  with  15.2  per  1,000  last 
year.  (10,8  per  1,000  in  England  &  Wales.) 

INEMmE.MORT.^^^^^  60.6  per  1,000  as  compared  with  24.6  per  1,000 
last  year.  (34.0  per  1,000  England  &  Vfeles.) 


ESTIMTEp.^^P  15,550. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  as  follows 


Heart  Disease  , , .  ...  ... 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 
Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Respiratory  Diseases  . 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  . . . 


. . .  59 

. . .  28 
. . .  25 

. . .  24 

. . .  6 


No  deaths  were  recorded  from  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever,  Measles  or 
Whooping  Cough. 


SECTION  47,  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

No  action  was  found  necessary  last  year  under  this  Act,  which 
empowers  the  Council  to  obtain  an  order  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  aged, 
infirm  or  physically  incapacitated  persons  under  certain  conditions  to  a 
suitable  home  or  hospital.  There  is,  no  doubt  however,  that  the  provision 
of  suitable  accommodation  for  aged  persons  will  shortly  become  an  urgent 


necessity. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


Special  attention  has  been  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  the 
inspection  of  all  types  of  food  premises,  and  many  improvements  in  premises 
have  been  effected. 

Constant  vigilance  is  necessary  in  these  matters  if  serious  out¬ 
breaks  of  food  poisoning  are  to  be  prevented.  Special  stress  is  laid  on 
personal  hygiene  and  the  provision  of  adequate  v;ashing  facilities.  Clean 
sanitary  premises  are  essential. 

All  the  slaughtering  for  the  district  is  concentrated  at  the 
Council's  Abattoir  at  Ebley,  and  Messrs  Smith  Rogers  Bacon  Factory.  Last 
year  the  Inspectors  paid  1,040  visits  for  the  necessary  inspections. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEI^ED 


Cattle 

excluding  cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1,789 

784 

. 

1,768 

6,042 

59 

Number  Inspected 

1,789 

784 

1,768 

6,042 

59 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Miole  Carcases 
condemned 

1 

13 

0 

5 

2 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

538 

195 

. 

. 

652 

4 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosi! 

3  I8.95S 

26.35^ 

0,28fo 

10.9% 

10.2% 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Miole  carcases 
condemned 

34 

0 

. J 

0 

2 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

275 

320 

9 

0 

9 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

15.9^ 

45.25g 

0.515^ 

18.6% 
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FACTOKT-SvS  ACT, 

There  are  on  the  register  131  factories.  Sections  1-7  are 
enforced  in  respect  of  24  of  the  factories  and  Section  7  only  in  respect  of 
107,  The  number  of  inspections  made  last  year  was  74  and  15  notices  were 
served,  mainly  in  connection  with  sanitary  accommodation. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  say  that  generally  speaking  the 
health  of  the  district  is  satisfactory.  Much  remains,  however,  to  be  donej 
especially  in  providing  more  homes  for  those  married  couples  living  in  rooms 
or  in  unfit  premises,  and  to  meet  the  ordinary  needs  of  the  district. 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Council  and  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  co-operation  and  support,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for 
their  assistance  at  all  times. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Nicholas  D.  Duns combe. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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